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organizations to come clean about their do-
nors. This is good news for the American
people, and I want to commend Congress
for passing this legislation with broad bipar-
tisan support. Especially, of course, I want
to thank Senator McCain, Senator
Lieberman, and Senator Feingold in the Sen-
ate; and Representatives Doggett and
Houghton, who worked hard on this legisla-
tion in the House.

Let me give you an example of why this
disclosure is important. We’re fighting hard
here for voluntary, dependable, affordable
Medicare prescription drug coverage for all
seniors and people with disabilities. Three in
five Medicare beneficiaries don’t have such
coverage now, and many seniors aren’t get-
ting the drugs they need.

Now, over the past few months, a so-called
527 group calling itself Citizens for Better
Medicare has flooded the airwaves with neg-
ative ads against our plan. They spent tens
of millions of dollars to mislead the public,
confuse seniors, target Members of Con-
gress, and distort the debate, all to the ben-
efit of the drug companies.

The American people have no earthly idea
who Citizens for Better Medicare is, who is
paying for the ads. The bill I just signed lifts
the curtain. It makes groups like this reveal
the sources of all future funding. Of course,
in a case like this, the damage may already
be done. The special interest money is al-
ready in the bank. The attack ads are already
on the air.

So in the spirit of this law which I have
signed, which clearly has broad bipartisan
support, I think that Citizens for Better
Medicare ought to respect the legislation,
open their books, and disclose the sources
of the funds which have paid for these ads.
Let the American people judge if this organi-
zation truly is for better Medicare.

This law will make a difference, but it’s
just a step, not a substitute, for comprehen-
sive campaign finance reform. Again, I ask
Congress to pass the bipartisan legislation
sponsored by Senators McCain and Feingold
and Representatives Shays and Meehan, to
limit spending, end soft money, and give can-
didates free or reduced rate TV air time.

As we celebrate this first Independence
Day of the 21st century, let’s do more to

strengthen our majority. I ask Congress to
join the Vice President and me to build on
today’s progress, to put public interest over
special interests, and pass real campaign fi-
nance reform.

But let me say, this is a good day, and this
is a good law. And I thank everyone for voting
for it, and I wish you a happy Fourth of July
weekend.

Arkansas Supreme Court
Q. Mr. President, what is your reaction to

the Arkansas Supreme Court?
The President. I’m sorry, but I’ve got to

go back; I’ve got an important phone call,
and I can’t delay it.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:30 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. H.R. 4762, To
amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to re-
quire 527 organizations to disclose their political
activities, approved July 1, was assigned Public
Law No. 106–230.

Statement on the Verdicts in an
Iranian Espionage Trial
July 1, 2000

I am deeply disturbed by the verdicts
handed down in the trial of the 13 Jewish
Iranians accused of espionage. International
human rights organizations, the Special
Rapporteur on Iran for the United Nations
Human Rights Commission, the United
States, and many other nations have de-
nounced the seriously flawed judicial process
by which these sentences were determined.
The proceedings have been rightly criticized
around the world for their failure to accord
due process of law to the defendants.

We have raised our concerns time and
again, when the Iranian Government has
treated intellectuals, journalists, Muslim cler-
ics, and members of the Baha’i community
with the same fundamental unfairness. We
are deeply disappointed that the Iranian
Government has again failed to act as a soci-
ety based on the rule of law, to which the
Iranian people aspire.

We call upon the Government of Iran to
remedy the failings of these procedures
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immediately and overturn these unjust sen-
tences. We will continue to engage with
other interested governments and organiza-
tions as part of our broader concern for the
treatment of minority groups and human
rights in Iran.

Proclamation 7327—Spirit of the
ADA Month, 2000
July 1, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
The enactment of the Americans with Dis-

abilities Act (ADA) 10 years ago this month
signaled a transformation in our Nation’s
public policies toward people with disabil-
ities. America is now a dramatically dif-
ferent—and better—country because of the
ADA.

In the last 10 years, we have worked hard
to eliminate harmful stereotypes and have
grown to understand disability as a natural
part of the human experience. We are taking
steps, such as renovating and constructing
public accommodations to make them fully
accessible, to ensure that people with disabil-
ities are fully integrated into our commu-
nities and workplaces. And we have come to
appreciate that people with disabilities are
a key element—and an untapped resource—
in sustaining our Nation’s historic economic
growth.

Throughout our Administration, Vice
President Gore and I have worked hard to
achieve the ADA’s core goals—equality of
opportunity, full participation, independent
living, and economic self-sufficiency. Our
Administration has vigorously defended the
ADA in court cases across the Nation; we
are collaborating with State Medicaid direc-
tors to implement the Supreme Court’s 1999
Olmstead decision, which prohibits unjusti-
fied isolation of institutionalized persons with
disabilities; we helped ensure that 80 percent
of America’s public transit buses are now ac-
cessible; we are implementing the Ticket to
Work and Work Incentives Improvement
Act, which I proudly signed into law last De-
cember; we have worked closely with schools

and colleges to improve the enrollment, re-
tention, and graduation of students with dis-
abilities; and my Task Force on Employment
of Adults with Disabilities is developing far-
reaching policies for a comprehensive, co-
ordinated employment agenda.

We still have much to accomplish. Because
the many barriers confronting people with
disabilities took generations to develop,
breaking them down requires consistent, co-
ordinated, and farsighted effort. We must
work aggressively to increase the employ-
ment rates of people with disabilities by at-
tacking a range of work disincentives, includ-
ing barriers to education, health care, tech-
nology, housing, and transportation. We must
provide real choices for people with disabil-
ities to live and work in their communities
with the necessary services and supports.
And we must be vigilant in protecting the
rights we have secured through decades of
legal activism. I am encouraged that the first
10 years of the ADA’s life have provided us
with a solid foundation for meeting these
challenges.

To mark the ADA’s 10th anniversary and
the 25th anniversary of the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), the
American Association of People with Disabil-
ities has organized a nationwide ‘‘Spirit of
ADA’’ Torch Relay. Twenty-four cities from
coast to coast are hosting official relay events,
and hundreds of communities are organizing
additional local events as part of this national
celebration. The Spirit of ADA’s organizing
theme is ‘‘Renew the Pledge’’ to encourage
individuals, organizations, and government
entities to reaffirm their commitment to the
principles of the ADA and IDEA. Vice Presi-
dent Gore and I are proud to join in the
celebration and to renew our own pledge to
help advance the cause of disability rights.

Promoting disability rights not only im-
proves the lives of the 54 million Americans
with disabilities, it improves all of our lives.
As President Franklin Roosevelt recognized
more than 60 years ago, in words that are
now inscribed on the FDR Memorial in our
Nation’s capital: ‘‘No Country, however rich,
can afford the waste of its human resources.’’

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
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